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Climate activists - this
year’'s hot appointment?

Germany has appointed Jennifer Morgan,
former executive director of Greenpeace
International, as its global climate envoy,
according to Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock of the Greens party. Morgan takes up
the post on 1 March and has said she will use
her experience to support and implement the
country's climate goals, as well as those of the
EU and the international community.

Article originally published on Curation

The fact that Germany has joined a growing cohort of nations with designated
climate diplomats is certainly a good thing and signifies that the topic is
moving up the political agenda. Countries like the United States, Russia, China,
Italy, Denmark and the Marshall Islands also have special envoys for climate
change.

Nevertheless, the news was not met completely positively in Germany. While
many environmental groups applauded Baerbock’s decision, the conservative
opposition accused the new foreign minister of blurring the lines between
government and lobbying. Some have also criticised the fact that Morgan
doesn’t have German citizenship yet - a requirement to become an official
state secretary - and wondered whether she would be granted preferential



https://curationcorp.com/blog/can-a-new-independent-institute-improve-the-ethics-of-ai/?utm_campaign=Sustt%20Weekly&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=193701117&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--iuzR7-bxndn-jLdjyKhfZti4W1jshq-2gyEoHtLVQFevCSv5HC_oAl4JR0-Tb_7gcVKDS_nQz35_t_NMghwuQ3XafXA&utm_content=193701117&utm_source=hs_email
https://ckf4804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/OP+113/cKf4804/VXhH326lyk7jN6S-kXyYS8H7W3mxgk34FKyLSN5l4bhQ5nKvpV3Zsc37Cg-39N8hj27gdZR8DW4yqf7w2P88gtVGdc8v5R8551W2JCvj-7H3rmrW6TsvVW49S9PdW2Fm7LR4YPMgTW5NPHN04Vc0CDW4P7p2F3yVm1cW3LWCyc7tYv8tW8bTyQx46vCmhW44jGjZ1N-LX3W3yQHYJ4THV3LW1_FnKG3vC37_N5CST7zDGjgXVWljHz2K42__W2bDjnK6S8cb5V3_dfH95MWq7W3CKR7w46DYYJMjLKWVPQFBJW2C2Jw53tDG5wW2tF_Br227CnsW4BCFWt18cshvW2R7ch611mm6QW1MvRPb7RMTx2W9hVjMh2w7LG9W1TjksG7C0FXFW8ZKfL03NwYSSW3YVlH98N8P1fVtsYKK5jXzyKW3K5Gpx6VpVZNW9fvD8T66nFGXW45-fy18zp6jyVPxVM84x5b5rW3dCy0s9kj8Xf3hX61
https://ckf4804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/OP+113/cKf4804/VXhH326lyk7jN6S-kXyYS8H7W3mxgk34FKyLSN5l4bhw5nKv5V3Zsc37CgSQvW9kx4st91Yn4tW6fc2jx7Kw9K_W3zS1wM39ZkchW2WcXYz8dQsBXW2WTCn43Mmkk4W7mgcdM2LGWg_W1m1VXP13blbNVjL13r4w0XCqN7Mrj7WzKbZ0W3StQyV8_PpksW1Rb99K3Qx_zTMDLzZBfghz6W3KPPfm1_SZylW6-yBN66QYqS6W68Ycfm5VfL5yW5tvJH07v9gm6W7VQvzr39VbvSW5jSLM53SqWZFV8Sbcv2ZFPDPW98ZVrC5scPK9W23Z3Hj4Mpx4FW7jl3hn5msHzkW3r5GXm8W_pgPW4Bqs_p9jSLZSW7K_DgZ265qY0W4MQxs13hTTdVW88-H-s2G9bvsW3pnvyL4zKw3bVBFJF77CSjzVN2H_LYGdR1V7W75cyXf1mrfBsN1WRfgSqzwgC3ckc1
https://ckf4804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/OP+113/cKf4804/VXhH326lyk7jN6S-kXyYS8H7W3mxgk34FKyLSN5l4bhw5nKv5V3Zsc37CgCQ_VZ_pTW87b2p1N8nnkfqSyw6XW1cP6tZ5xpqfFW61LsHY3NMjdPW6PhNqk70HzgyN6bQQQwLcrVBW7vkvqN2yRFwSW6DfLGf22RsqcVB9dZl3PWgL0W8dT4_078M3T8W8dYw6N83LGQgW77-LNc5nVH0NW1FR6m84NTbsGW57zh5r7TRRbpW2HyLM31FSqQ1W7MbqRn7GB7LpW8QzytF29z5VYN2b1MFvC_1jLN2lTXsM6JvksW8x0tY68vLhhDW15fwSN3g6LNtW7jNSM176n1PTW5k8NfC4xwjTjW78btk75GrdLQN2DFJZtzKQZ2W31w_2r5kpMJQW8TlQ7H63g-n6W7pZYpK2-zcsDW6LnZLH23JpYbW6mv50Y6vG5CnW73DVkl2-97zLW6rvP1y5qk5CJ3cWP1
https://ckf4804.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Btc/OP+113/cKf4804/VXhH326lyk7jN6S-kXyYS8H7W3mxgk34FKyLSN5l4bj55nKvJV3Zsc37CgT0TVn85Mz18_7GwN2JxRWbXX3XWW5tHrDP4vkSggW5_cykV6MSM6xW4gFwG565Ms6zW69qgR96-LWnPW1-t_8Z7Yq1r_W9h-99P93FLz1W4CjNv-2Cf96lW7TnNvM8P162rW6mvndx8n2nxMVX9_JQ6XZlbRW5K1zz_2h0qvgW8K2RHm4sNDC1W1bc4872qf0VXW2_6T5l7wBSp6W7zvYgd5hXJsnW44trBr8hRvKXW6yshp977VzhWW4DBJFQ3mfTsYMjsblxFnr1BW2rjJtS2Jp9nxW7f5V2P3dpBgFW4Xjwcj42kKlXV1Y2C36vJyXTW8fH2vv7xz571W587TM95ffDZhW491d144Q0JyrW7VbZvM8L5VrVW19HK8V7v3CjzW3Q-pr26-9ggSVyCQf76RNzYwW49Phk48PBdHMVDBykM3LHypWVX1G2H1gjNGJW4xS9_x4T-PxC3jXv1
https://www.germany-visa.org/immigration-residence-permit/german-citizenship/

treatment to fast-track her application.

It's not about the money

Transparency International, an international anti-corruption organisation, has
cleared Morgan of any lobbying accusations. The NGO highlighted
Greenpeace’s status as a non-profit organisation with a primary goal of
protecting the environment, not financial gains. German anti-lobbyism group
LobbyControl also welcomed the government’s decision to hire the former
activist, adding it did not see an issue with the appointment as long as Morgan
was committed to representing the views of the foreign office - not Greenpeace
- in the future.

We need more climate experts in high-
ranking positions

Addressing climate change and making sure the world stays within the
temperature limits outlined in the Paris Agreement is a highly complex task
and one that clearly requires a certain set of skills and expertise. Yet, many
high-ranking climate policy roles are still filled with career diplomats rather
than experts. Egypt, for example, has been criticised for appointing foreign
minister Sameh Shoukry - a politician without relevant experience or expressed
interest in climate change - as the head of this year’s COP27.

Morgan, on the other hand, is a respected leader in her field. She has served as
a Review Editor for the 5th Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change as well as an advisor to the Potsdam Institute for Climate
Impact Research, the Grantham Institute on Climate Change and the German
Council on Sustainable Development. She has also taken part in every single
COP since its inception in 1995.

A role model for other sectors?

Meanwhile, some organisations in the private sector have also started to
recognise the wealth of knowledge that climate activists have to offer.
Christoph Schweizer, CEO of Boston Consulting Group, recently called

on climate campaigners to join the firm as it looks to move away from clients in
high-emitting industries and focus more on sustainability-related work.

Other firms have attempted in the past to get climate activists to join their
ranks, for example Siemens Energy, which offered German climate protestor
Luisa Neubauer a seat on its board. However, Kaeser refused based on the
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firm’s involvement in the controversial Charmichael coal mine, demonstrating
the decisions companies will be faced with if they want to attract more
grassroots climate expertise to help bolster their environmental credentials.

Anja Pries is Sustainability Specialist at Curation where this article was
originally published
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